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What this class is (for)
This class is a seminar class. New insights, new knowledge and new skills are acquired
through exchanging views and opinions, through critically reviewing positions and
discussing findings. They are not generated through an instructor monologue. My job as an
instructor is to help students develop ideas, test theories and revise them by setting them
suitable tasks, by aiding them in completing them, by showing different paths to attain goals
and generally providing feedback and assistance wherever students need them. I do not
want to be a sheepdog that nips students’ mental heels to keep them firmly on track or to
punish them for wrong behaviour, or to continually run up and down to see that everyone is
still around. Learning is an individual, not a fixed and standardised one-fits-all process.

To get the most benefit from participating in this class,
 students do their homework and come to class prepared – that way they can raise

questions on texts, learn what others think, help other students with their problems, and
generally understand better and in more depth what uses the texts can be put to. “Doing
homework” entails a critical reading, thoughts about the relation of the text/s to the class
topic, and taking notes on insights and questions.

 students regularly attend classes – as everyone has experienced, having to adapt to
new groups every week means having to get used to new people every week, and in
such a situation mutual trust and openness is difficult to achieve. It goes without saying
that sometimes students have valid reasons for not attending. To prevent
misunderstandings with their instructor, they excuse themselves. Otherwise the
instructor will believe they have chosen to drop the course and remove them from the
list of participants. I have an open and sympathetic ear for students, so please do not
hesitate to contact me about any attendance problems.

 students are willing to speak up in class and share their insights, difficulties and
questions. They are also ready to discuss their own and other’s ideas – however
rudimentary and unformed – in an appreciative and non-threatening way. Since the aim
of the class is to develop new insights together – which involves detours, testing of
theses and revising them – all contributions are welcome.

 students continually work on collecting skills and insights. To take credits from this
class, students have to write a term paper as per the module requirements (B.EP.201:
3,500  words; B.EP.203: 4000 words). Their topics are derived from what is discussed
in class: narrative structures, narrative techniques and text illustrations together with the
effects they have on the reader. By continuously adding to their notes, students collect
materials and gain practice that feed directly into their papers. By putting forward their
thoughts and suggestions in classroom discussions, they test their ideas, get feedback
and find ways of shaping and refining them.

I believe that students who enroll in this class are interested in gaining whatever new
ideas and skills and views they can, entering into a kind of contract with me on the points
above. It will be my pleasure to assist them in any possible way. Students who do not
wish to benefit in this way from the class may ignore the above points. They are
politely requested, however, not to confuse and distract others by creating an anonymous,
silent black mass. They will surely find other classes to benefit from.


